" CURTIS "

an indifference and calm as they stood in the dock that
Curtis found only comparable, in later years, to the
confidence of Armstrong.

Jack Alfred Field, who was only 19, deliberately yawned
in the dock and thrust his hands deep in his pockets as
he listened to the preliminaries. William Thomas Gray,
the other accused, who was 28, appeared more concerned,
but when they were given seats in the dock they both
leant back with their arms crossed and listened with
apparent lack of interest to Mr. Gill's cold, precise voice
telling the terrible details of the crime.

Irene Monro was under 18 years of age. When she
came to Eastbourne for her holiday she was poorly dressed
and lonely. She was seen in company with the prisoners
going towards the Crumbles in the afternoon. A plain
paper bag had been found on the dead girl's body; it
would be, said Mr. Gill, an important piece of evidence.
The discovery had been made by a 13-year-old boy who
had seen the foot of the murdered girl sticking up through
the shingle. A long green coat trimmed with black fiir
was shown: then a crumpled dark straw hat which had
been crushed over her head with a stone. " The evidence
in this case," said Mr. Gill, "was corroborated in so
remarkable a manner as to carry conviction in the mind
of any person who considered its value."

And indeed the prosecution seemed to have been able
to find witnesses who could testify to every movement
of the two prisoners. A barmaid knew them by name,
and had seen them just before they went to meet Irene.
Workmen had seen them go towards the Crumbles, and
although they produced an alibi in the form of a girl
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